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levikA dnoyn 1ng «Tpdnelag Néou
Puciou - Kapdiag.

To 2016 1o Aibvég Maveni-
omipio Tng EN&Sag (AIMAE),
Kal ouykekpipéva n 1éte Ixo-
i AvBpwniotikdv Emotnudy
(ofipepa ZxoAd AvBpwmioT-
kav, Kovwvikav kar Oikovo-
pik&v EmoTtnudv), nou edpedel
om ©épun, &exivnoe ouotn-
MATIKA  eKNAISEUTIKA avaoKa-
i éE&w and to xwpid Néo
Pdoio, 17 xiNibpetpa vorioa-
vatoAikd Tng ©eooalovikng.
H avaokaeni, nou katd ta
névre npwta xpdvia TG Xpn-
patodotiBnke and To 1dpupa
«ANéEavdpoq Qvdongy, éxel
Slo Paocikolq otéxoug, évav
eknaideutikd kar évav epeu-
vnTikS.  Agevdg  enididkeral
va eknaideutoldv ol PoItnTég
Twv  Merantuxiakdv  Mpo-
ypappdrwy Znoudwv «MA in

General view of "Trapeza of Neo
Rysio -Kardia"

In 2016, the International
Hellenic University (IHU) and
in particular the School of Hu-
manities (today School of Hu-
manities, Social Sciences and
Economics), in Thermi, started
the systemafic educational
excavation outside the Neo
Rysio village, 17 kilometres
southeast of Thessaloniki.

The excavation, funded by the
"Alexandros Onassis" Founda-
tion during the first two years,
serves two basic functions, ed-
ucation and research. It aims to
educate the students from the
MA in the Classical Archaeol-
ogy and the Ancient History of
Macedonia programme, tak-
ing place since 2016, which
started the excavation, and the
MA in Black Sea and Eastern

The archaeological
excavation

by the International
Hellenic University
in Neo Rysio,

Thessaloniki
Our early history

Manolis Manoledakis

Associate Professor of Classical Archaeology
Head of the excavation by IHU

at "Trapeza of Neo Rysio -Kardia"
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H apxaiohoyiki avackaeri Tou AigBvoiq Maveniotnpiou
g EAN&Sagq oto Néo Pioio ©eocalovikng

the Classical Archaeology
and the Ancient Hisfory of
Macedonia», nou Aeroupyef
ané 10 2016 kai oto nAaicio
Tou onoiou &ekivnoe n ava-
oka®n, kai «<MA in Black Sea
and Eastern Mediterranean
Studies», nou Aerroupyei anéd
10 2010. Zuykekpipéva, 1O
péBnpa Tng avackagrig npo-
opEpETal WG EMAEYOUEVO YIa
6o0ouq enBupolv va eidikeu-
Bolv omv apxaioloyia, n
onoia anoteAei kareGBuvon
aidikeuong kai ota duo Mpo-
ypdupara.

Agetépou, oe epeuvnTikd eni-
nedo, n avackapn oToxelel
va oupPdier oty ad§non
TWV YVWOEWV MAG yid Tnv
avBpdnivn  dpactnpidtnta
otnv eupltepn neploxn Tng
©eoocalovikng, noAd npiv
v idpuon g néAng and
Tov Kdooavdpo 10 316/5
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nX., oe pia enoxi dnhadn
nou napapével 1Idiaitepa oko-
Tevii yia Ty nepioxri, Adyw
g éNeigng 1600 ypantv
800 Kal apxaloAoyIK®V pap-
TUPIV.

H 6éon

H Béon omv onoia npaypa-
TomnolelTal n - apxaiohoyik
avackagn ovopdlerar «Tpd-
neCa Néou Puciou - Kapdi-
ag». O apxaioloyikdg 6pog
«tpdnela» avagépetal ot
Ao nou éxel eninedn kopu-
¢n kal katd kavéva andétopa
npavn. Ta nAatdpara téroiwy
ANopwv  xpnoiponololvrav
eupéwg yia T Snpioupyia
OIKIOUGV KaTd Toug mPWI-
poug iotopikolq xpdvoug. To
oupParikd g évopa n ou-
YKekpIpévn «tpdnelax 1o éxel
Savelotei and ta dbo yermovr-
kG xwpid, 1o Néo Pioio kai

H opdda tng avackagng (apxaiohs-
YoI, pormntég, epydreg) Tou 2018.
The excavation team (archaeologists,
students, workers) in 2018.

Tx3 <

IxedlaoTiki anotinwon evég and
TOUG TOWEIG TG avackagrig. Aia-
kpiveral eubig dpduog nou xwpilel
oikodopripara. Mikpérepor Spdpol
Tov ouvavTolv endvw Kal KaTw Se§id.
Mapping of a section from the
excavation. The straight line of a street
between the buildings is visible. Side
streets cross it on top and bottom right.

The archaeological excavation by the International Hellenic

Mediterranean  Studies, tak-
ing place since 2010. In par-
ticular, the excavation course
is an elective for those major-
ing in Archaeology, which is
a qualification course in both
programmes.

On the other hand, in re-
search, this excavation aims
to enrich our knowledge re-
garding human activities in
the wider area of Thessaloniki

University in Neo Rysio, Thessaloniki

long before the city was cre-
ated by Cassandrusin 316/5
B.CEE., a time that remains
quite dark due to the lack of
written and archaeological
testimonies.

The site

The site of the dig is called
"Trapeza of Neo Rysio -
Kardia". The archaeological
term "trapeza" refers to a

31
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v Kapdia, Ta SioiknTikd épia
TWV onoiwv Tn diaoxiCouv.

H «Tpdnela Néou Puciou -
Kapdiag» kakinrer ékraon ne-
pinou 14 otpeppdrwv kai éxel
oPdA oxrpa, pe karedBuvon
nou eAdxiota anokAiver and
Tov G&ova Boppdvétou. Mepr-
BaMSpevn and Pabid péuara
ané ta avaroAikd kai Ta dutr-
k&, n Béon uydverar nepi Ta
137 pérpa and mv enipdveia
g BdAaococaq kai eival npor
KIOPEVN HE MIO EVTUNWOIOKA
Béa npog 6Aa ta anapaimra
onpeia yia évav olkiopd Tng
nepioxrig, dnAadn npog Tov
Oeppaikd kdAno, Tnv elpopn
koIAGda Tou AvBepodvra oxe-
d6v oT10 GGVOAS Tng, Toug ne-
plocdTepouq olyxpovolq Tng
oIKIopoUg, aAAG kai To gpou-
pIO TNG KOPUPRG Tou Spoug
Xopmdm (rou apxaiou Kio-
ooU), yvwoTd yia Tnv apuvTiki

32

TOU onyacia yia Tnv euplTepn
nepioxi g Oeocoalovikng
and Ty Apxdiki enoxr uéxpi
Tov Mecaiwva.

H &edtepn onpavriki 18iar-
TepdTNTa TG Béong eival n
popgoAoyia g, TouldxioTov
é1o1 6nwq owletal oriuepa.
Yuykekpigéva, n  «rpdnea»
anoteeital and ddo enineda
uopeTpIkig diapopdq 3 pé
TPWY, TNV «Avew» kai Tnv «Kdtw
Tpdnelay. Avdueod Toug eival
opaTh HIa €V PEPEI PUOIKN Kal
€V MEPEI XTIOTA KATAOKEUNR,
n ornoia nepiPdMer mv Avw
Tpdnela oe oAdkAnpn v
nepipépeld g, yia nepinou
450 pétpa. AnorteAeitar ouor
aoTikd and Tov uoikd Ppd-
xo, ndvw oTov onoio SPwG
undpxouv cagn ixvn ToIXO-
dopiag. H diapdppwon autig
g eikdvag ouvteAéoTnke o€
adieukpiviotn npog 1o napdv

Dortntéq Kal npo-
cwnikd TNV Kpa Tng
avackapng.

Students and staff dur-
ing the excavation.

Méxpi oTiy-
unAg, n ava-
okapn éxel
anokaAdyel
pe BeBaiétnra
évav oIKIoud,
nou 5160ete
oikodopripara
pe didpopa
Swpdria,
kaBdg¢ kai
Sdpduoug nou
Tov xdpidav
o€ 0IKOOOUIKG
TeTpdywva.

Aopugopikri
puwroypagia (ané to
Google) g 6éong.
Aiakpivovral ol péxpi
oTIypAg avaokappé-
VOI X@POl.

Satellite image (from
Google) of the site.
Excavated areas are
visible.

Until now, the
excavation
has revealed
with certainty
a settlement
that comprised
buildings with
many rooms,
and streets
dividing it
into building
blocks.

The archaeological excavation by the International Hellenic

mound with a flattened surface
and usually steep slopes. The
plateaus on such hills were
widely used for setlements dur-
ing the early historical ages.
The conventional name of this
"trapeza" comes from the two
neighbouring villages, Neo Ry-
sio and Kardia, as it is crossed
by their administrative borders.
"Trapeza of Neo Rysio -
Kardia" covers an area of
about 14 stremmas and is oval
in shape, slightly diverging
from the northsouth axis. Sur-
rounded by deep streams from
east and west, the site is locat-
ed at a height of 137 metres
above sea level and enjoys an
impressive view of every point
necessary for a setlement in
the areq, that is of the Ther-
maic Gulf, the fertile valley of
Anthemus almost completely,
most of its coeval seftlements

University in Neo Rysio, Thessaloniki
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as well as the fortress on top of
mount Chortiatis (Kissos in An-
tiquity), which was famous for
its defensive role in the area of
Thessaloniki from the Archaic
eWra until the Middle Ages.

The second significant par-
ticularity of the site is its mor-
phology, at least as we see it
today. The "trapeza" compris-
es two levels with an dltitude
difference of three metres,
Upper and Lower "Trapeza".
Between them, a partly natural
and partly built construction
surrounds the whole of the Up-
per Trapeza for about 450 me-
tres. It is essentially the natural
rock with quite clear traces of
masonry. This picture was final-
ized during a period that has
not been ascertained and for
reasons that remain unknown
as well. Taking into considera-
tion that the parts of destroyed
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Anoyn ané Tnv avackagri dwpariou.
View of an excavated room.

nepiodo kar yia adieukpivi-
otoug Adyoug. AapPdvovrag
naviwg unéyn Ta TApara
KATECTPAMMEV®Y TOIXOBOMIGV
nou ouclacTikd g&éxouv oty
nAayid g Aeydpevng «Avw
Tpdnelag», Bewpeital apkerd
mBavéd 61 n Teleutaia ekrer
vérav v nepiodo karoikn-
ong Tou xwpou ot enpdveia
peyaAdTtepn and Tn onpepivii
™G, Kal KAnola oTiyun HeTrd
TV eyKatdAeipn Tou oIKIoHoU
unéoTn @uUOIKA KataoTpo®n A
anotéAeoe 1éno Aatdpeuong.
H «Tpdnefa Néou Puoiou
- Kapdiag», av kar yvworn
ed® kal évav nepinou aidva
wg apxaiohoyikn Béon, Sev
eixe noté epeuvnBei cuotnua-
1ké. Mepiopiopévng ékraong
eMPavelakég épeuveg Eyivav
kard kaipoulg, ol onoieg ané-
dwoav ehdxiota Bpadopara
ayyeiwv and mv Yotepn Eno-
xri Tou XaAkoU péxpr nv KAa-
oikri ngpiodo.
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H apxaioloyikn épeuva

To 2016 n «Tpdnela Néou Pu-
aiou - Kapdiag» Eekivnoe va
QAvaoKAnTeETal  CUCTNUATIKA.
Yotepa and xpovoPdpa ald
anapaitntn  anoyidwon and
TV KaTtd Ténoug nukvi Bapvd-
Sn BAdomon, n Béon epeu-
vibnke enipaveiakd oe SAn
™G Tnv £€KTaON Kal Apéonq
petd Eekivnoe n dievépyeia
avaokapik@v Topwyv. Méxpl
ofigepa éxouv avackagei Téo-
ogpa onyeia oty «Avw» Kal
éva omnv «Kdrw Tpdnela». H
ouvoAikd epeuvnpévn éktaon
eival aképa pikpn, aAAd kavi
va odnyhce omnv eEaywyn
opiopévay npdTwv Bacikdv
oupnepaopdrwv. Kar auté 3
4Tl Ta TécoEpa avaoKaupéva
onpeia g «Avw Tpdnelag»
anAdvovrar og dAn Tng Tnv
ékraon, oto Poépeio kal 1o
véTio dkpo Tng kai og ddo
ekTeTapévoug  evOIGUECOUG
X®POUG.

MpokinTer Aoindv e PePaié-
tnTa 61 n Béon gihoevoloe
évav oikiopd, kai &xi pia ann,
yla napddelyda oTPATIWTIKNA,
eykardotaon. ‘Evav oikiopd
nou d1£0ete oikodopripara pe
didpopa dwpdra, kabag kai
dpdpoug nou diacTaupwvo-
vrav perafi Toug xwpilovrag
TOV OIKIONS OE OIKOJOMIKA
tetpdywva. To npwrapxikd
uhiké ddunong rfitav avapei-
BoAa n nétpa, npogpxdpevn
and v nepioxn, evOEXopé-
vwg kal and Tiq nAayiég g
idlaq g «1pdnelag». Aiboi
Siapdpwv peyebwv epgpaviCo-
vral oe apBovia oe dAn v
€kTaon TNG avaokapng Kai
idn and v npdT, enipaver
akii otpwon Twv Topwv. O
nepicodtepol AiBdkTioTol Toi-
X0l nou éxouv anokaAupBsi
péxpl ofigepa ohlovrar ot
éva péoo UYog picou PETpou,
600 dnhadi eival nepinou kai
10 péco ndxog toug. Eowtepr-

H nAayid g «Avw Tpdnelagy,

nou narder otny «Kdrw Tpdnelar.
Aiakpivovral ixvn Toixodopiag.

The slope of "Upper Trapeza"
reaching "Lower Trapeza". Traces of
walls are visible.

masonry protruding from the
socalled "Upper Trapeza", it
is quite possible that the latter
occupied an area much larger
than the current one and after
the settlement was abandoned
it was destroyed by a natural
catastrophe or became a quar-
rying site.

"Trapeza of Neo Rysio -
Kardia", although the archae-
ological site had been known
for about a century, had never
been systematically excavat-
ed. Limited surface surveys had
taken place, but the result was
very few fragments of pottery
from the Late Bronze Age until
the Classical period.

Archaeological research

In 2016, the site of "Trapeza of
Neo Rysio -Kardia" began to
be systematically excavated.
After a longasting but neces-
sary clearing of dense shrubs,
the surface of the site was ex-
plored wholly and then the ex-
cavation work started. To this
day, four points in Upper and
one in Lower Trapeza have
been excavated. The total sur-
face explored is sfill small but
has led to some preliminary
conclusions. The four excavat-
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ed areas in "Upper Trapeza"
extend unfil the northern and
southern border as well as to
large areas in the middle.

So, it becomes clear and cer-
tain that the site comprised a
seflement, not just a military
installation. It was a seflement
with buildings featuring mul-
tiple rooms and crisscrossing
streets that divided it to build-
ing blocks. The primary build-
ing material was undoubtedly
local stone, possibly from the
very slopes of the "trapeza".
Stones of various sizes are
abundant throughout the dig
and were found even when
the trial trenches were opened.
Most of the stone-built walls
uncovered to this day have a
height of around half metre,
which is also their average
width. The rooms in buildings
have walls of 2 to 2.50 m,,
in some cases reaching up to
4 metres, while the roofs were
probably covered with branch-
es, straws or reeds, which do
not withstand the passage of
time.

The use of the site "trapeza" is
dated on the basis of the mov-
able findings, the various cate-
gories of pottery (handmade

University in Neo Rysio, Thessaloniki

and wheelmade, unpainted,
monochrome,  ash-coloured,
egg-shelled, or with decora-
tions that could be geomet
rical, roulette, embossed or
engraved). These were pots
made in local workshops.
The imported ones were few,
brought mainly from eastern
Greece, Attica and Corinth.
Most of them dated from the
Early Iron Age and the Ar-
chaic Era, between the 10th
and the 6th centuries BCE. A
much smaller number of find-
ings date from the Late Bronze
Age (1600-1100 BCE), while
fragments of pottery dating
from the Classical and the
Hellenistic times (that is, after
the 5th century BCE) barely
reach double digits, which in-
dicates that the setlement was
abandoned in the 6th century
BCE. Some of the pottery of
this category is also found in
various sites in Central Mace-
donia and along the valley of
Axios. Clay, stone and iron ob-
jects and tools have also been
found, as well as bones and
shells, testimonies to the variety
of activities and the existence
of workshops.

Naturally, quite a few signifi-
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K4, Ta dwpdria opifovrar and
Toixoug dlaotdoswy 2-2,50
METPWY, MOU Ot OPICHEVEG
nepPINTOOEIG OUWG Wnopel va
¢Bdvouv kai Ta 4 pérpa, eved
omq otéyeq Toug niBavérara
Kuplapxoldoav kAadid, Kahd-
pia i dxupa, kar ndviwg uAiké
nou ¢Beipovral pe Tov xpdvo.
H xpovoAdynon g xpriong
g «tpdnelag» npokdntel and
Ta KivnTéd TnG €uphparta, Kai
ouykekpigéva and Tig didpo-
PEG KATNyopPieq TNG KEPAMIKAG
(xeiponointng  kar  TpoxAha-
g, aPagoig, povéxpwung,
TEPPRG, WOKEAUPNG, aAAG kal
pe Siakdopnon, nou pnopel
va eival YEWPETPIKA, TAIVIWTA,
avdyAuen, eniBetn i eyxdpa-
ktn). Mpdkerar kard kavéva
yia ayyeia Tonik@v epyacTnpi-
wv. Ta elonypéva ayyeia eival
Aiya kai npoépxovral Kuping
andé v avatohikd EAAGSq,
v Ammki kai v KépivBo. H
KEPAMIKA auTh oTn CUVTPINTIKA
g nAelovéTnTa aviikel otnv
Mpdipn Enoxri tou Xidripou
kai v Apxaiki Enoxd, kai
ouykekpIgéva Kuping pera&l
Tou 100u kai Tou bou aiwva
n.X. Avrinpocwneterai eniong,
pe NoAG pikpSTEPN noodTnTa
eupnpdrwy, kai n Yotepn Eno-
xi Tou Xaikod (1600-1100
n.X.), evé ta Bpalopara ayyei-
wv KAaoikig kar ENAnvioTikiig
nepiéSou (Snhadh ané Tov 5o
aidva n.X. kar perd) StokoAa
@Bdvouv dipripio apiBpé, ye-
yovég nou unodeikviel eyka-

TdAenyn Tou oikiopou Tov 6o
aidva n.X. Apketég and autéq
TIG KATNYopieq KEPAMIKAG TIG
ouvaviolpe oe  OIGPOPEG
Oéoeig omv kevipiki Mao-
kedovia kal kard prikog Tng
koiAGdag tou A&od. ‘Exouv
Bpebei eniong nikiva, AiBiva
Kal o1depévia avTikeipeva Kal
gpyaleia, 6nwq noAAG upavtr-
K& Bdpn, xdAkiva koopripara,
Turipata nAivOwY Kal Kepdpwy,
00Td kal 6OTPEQ, Nou papTu-
polv didpopeg dpacTnpIdTn-
TG TWV Katoikwv kai Tnv nap-
&n epyaoTnpIakdy XOpwy.

Mapapévouv  BéPaia, dnwg
eival guoikd, kal apketd on-
pavTiké  epwTipaTa,  ekTéq
and ekeivo NG poppoAoyiag
g «tpdnelagy. lia napadery-
pa, yiari pia Béon e Ttétoia
oTpatyiki  onpacia, 6nwg
avagépbnke nponyoupéveg,
eykataleipOnke 1600 Vwpig
kar  Oev EavakaroikABnke
noté. Or arrieq eykardAenpng
g O¢ong Ba pnopoloav va
cuvd£ovral Kal Je TN TauTéTn-
TA TWV KATOIKWVY TNG. LUPPwva
ME TV enikpatécTepn dnoyn,
o1 Makeddveg, enekreivépevol
and Tov nupriva Tou BaciAeiou
Toug oTig Aiyég npog Ta SuTi-
K4, kai ekroniCovrag otadiakd
Toug Opdkeg, népacav Tov
A&16 notapé nepi ta péoa Tou
6ou aiva n.X. Enopévwg, or
kéroikol Tng «tpdnelag» oTo
Néo Piéoio avrikav kard ndoa
niBavétnra oe Opakikd @iAa.
H xpoviki olpntwon g

eykatdheipng g Béong Tov
60 aidva n.X., énwg npoky-
ntel and Ta péxpl OTIYURG ap-
xaloloyikd dedopéva, pe TNV
IoTOpIKi auTh petaPold eival
avapgpiofritnta a§loonpeiwn.
H ouvéxion tng avaokagng,
og ouvduaopd Kal e Ta ano-
TENEOPATA EPEUVAV OE YEITOVI-
kég Ooeig, avapéveral va pi-
el neplocdtepo pwg ot autd
kal éMa {ntipara 1Biaitepa
onyavtikd yia Tnv épeuva g
eupUtepng neploxnq oTg ou-
YKEKPIPEVEG MeEPIGdOUG TG
iotopiag. A&iCel va onpeiwdei
61 n avackaer oty «Tpdne-
Ca Néou Puciou - Kapdiag»
anoteAei origepa ouoiaoTikG
™ pévn evepyn OUCTNHATIKA
kal napdAAnAa eknaideuTikn
avackapn otnv guplTepn ne-
ploxri  véma-votioavatoAikd
mg Oeocoalovikng. Merd
10 TENOG TWV EPYACIOV OTO
nedio, nou AapPdvouv xdpa
KaTd 1o kahokaipl, Ta upripa-
Ta peragépovral ot edikolg
xpoug 6nou kabapilovral,
pwroypagilovral, cuvmnpou-
vTal kai karaypdgovral, ndvra
ME TN CUMHETOXA POITNTAY, HE
TeNIKS oTéX0 Tn peAéTn Kai dn-
pooiguot Toug.

cant questions remain unan-
swered, except the one re-
garding the morphology of the
"trapeza". For example, why
was a site of such strategic im-
portance, as mentioned earlier,
abandoned so early and not
inhabited again? The reasons
for abandoning the site could
have to do with the identity of
the inhabitants. According to
the prevailing opinion, Mac-
edonians  who  expanded
westwards from the centre of
their kingdom in Aiges, grad-
ually displacing the Thracians,
crossed the Axios river around
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the mid-6th century BCE. The
inhabitants of the "tropeza"
in Neo Rysio probably be-
longed to Thracian fribes. The
temporal overlap of the aban-
donment of the site in the 6th
century BCE, according to ar-
chaeological evidence to this
day, with this historical change
is surely notable.

Continuing excavation, com-
bined with the results of exca-
vations in neighbouring sites, is
expected to shed light on these
and other matters of grave im-
portance for research in the
greater area regarding these

University in Neo Rysio, Thessaloniki

historical periods. It should
be noted that the excavation
in "Trapeza of Neo Rysio -
Kardia" is the only active and
educational dig in the greater
area south and southeast of
Thessaloniki today. After the
end of fieldwork, which takes
place during the summer, the
findings are transferred to
special areas to be cleaned,
photographed, conserved and
recorded, with the participa-
tion of students, for purposes of
study and publication.

Avaokappévo dwpdtio e opiopéva and ta
eupripara oTov Téno anokdAuyng Toug.
An excavated room with some findings on
the spot where they were uncovered.



